Going Deeper in Intimacy with God

“Might we not set ourselves to learn silence, stillness, and solitude? It will not be easy to
come by. It must be arranged. The Lord Jesus, available to people much of the time, left
them, sometimes a great while before day, to go up to the hills. He could commune in
solitude with His Father. Job, enduring his friends’ tiresome lectures and accusations, was
very much alone in the ash heap, but it was there that he came to know God as never before.
When Paul received God'’s call to preach the gospel he did not consult anyone. He went into
Arabia. The old apostle John, when exiled to Patmos, must sure have known a holy
aloneness through which he received the book of Revelation.” Elisabeth Eliot

| like to write motivational books on prayer. One of my books is called Deeper Still: Secrets to a Deeper
Prayer Life. As | wrestled with what to call this book and after finally deciding on a title, God gave me
several confirmations that this was His choice. Within a very short time | saw the words “deep,”
“deeper,” and “deeper still” everywhere - a street name, a magazine title, a song on a CD, an article title,
and several other places.

God was showing me that depth is very important to Him as we learn the lessons of prayer.

The great biblical characters like Job, Paul, John, and even Jesus had to learn this lesson. God wants to
take each one of us deeper still - deeper than we have ever been before. And this requires an invitation
to times of aloneness.

Going deeper in prayer is not always easy or fun.

Actually it can be quite difficult, especially when we don’t know what God is doing. We have to give
extravagant time to God. When | wrote Deeper Still, God was wooing me into a deeper prayer life. |
thought to myself:

“Haven’t | gone deep enough? Do You still want me to go deeper?”

That is exactly what He wanted. The difficulties of the end-times require it. You may wonder, “Lord, isn’t
it about time that | take action? I've been waiting a long time.” But you may not realize the strength that
is needed at the foundation of your life in order to stay consistently stable in hard times. Your foundation
has to be strong so that no attack from the enemy can penetrate your firm trust in the Lord.



The word “deep” in Webster’s Dictionary means “extending far below the surface, descending far
downward, profound, opposed to shallow, piercing a great way, not superficial or obvious, hidden,
secret, heartfelt, intricate.” God wants to take us far below the surface in our relationship with Himself.
This relationship must not be superficial - as so many are - but heartfelt, hidden, and of great depth.

The quality of our aloneness with God can actually enhance the quality of our time with others.

Cultivate that deep, alone time with God and make it a holy aloneness. Make your relationship with God
of prime importance. Someone once told my husband and |, “God is taking you deeper and working
intricately with your life, so that you can work intricately with the lives of others.” I've often thought about
how true that statement has been to us.

We used to live in Virginia Beach so we learned a lot about hurricanes. A few years ago we had a
hurricane called Ernesto that swept through the area. I've written about this hurricane before because of
its profound message. Ernesto was not a very forceful hurricane, yet many trees fell because of the
strength of the winds. Many people lost one or more trees during that hurricane. It left Virginia Beach in
a huge mess with trees and branches lying everywhere.

The stability of the trees depended on how deep the roots went below the surface.

Shallow roots could not stand the force of even a small hurricane. In Virginia Beach in mild weather you
could never tell how deep a tree’s roots extended, but in a hurricane the truth was exposed. Shallow
roots meant a big downfall. The roots just could not sustain the tree.

Likewise, right now God is developing your prayer life and the depth of your personal relationship with
Him. He is inviting you deeper for a purpose. He has great plans to use you in the coming days.

You must not bypass this most important season in your life.
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